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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  \y<>jA^ 
OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE   SECRETARY  OF   STATE  Y  ^ 


The  Commonwealth  Museum  and  the  Massachusetts  Archives  at 

Columbia  Point 


RATIFICATION  OF  THE  U.S.  CONSTITUTION 
MASSACHUSETTS  TIME  LINE 


1778 

1780 

1781 
1785 

1786 

Sept . 11-14 

Aug .-Dec . 

Dec .  5 
1787 

Jan . -Feb . 

March  10 


Constitution  establishing  the  "State  of  Massachusetts 
Bay"   is  overwhelmingly  rejected  by  the  voters,   in  part 
because  it  lacks  a  bill  of  rights. 

The  Essex  Result  drafted  by  a  group  of  12  towns  which 
harshly  criticizes  the  proposed  State  Constitution  is  a 
major  factor  contributing  to  its  rejection. 

Massachusetts  voters  ratify  the  new  State  Constitution, 
John  Adams  principal  author,  which  contains  a  bill  of 
rights. 

Ratification  of  Articles  of  Confederation  by  13  States. 

Governor  James  Bowdoin  calls  for  a  federal  convention 
with  the  power  to  revise  and  amend  the  Articles  of 
Confederation.     The  General  Court  directs  the 
Massachusetts  delegates  to  introduce  a  resolution  in 
Congress,  but  the'  delegates  decline  citing  inappropriate 
timing. 


Annapolis  Convention:     New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  send  delegates  to  conference 
to  discuss  commercial  matters  proposed  by  Virginia. 
(Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island  and  North 
Carolina  send  delegates  who  arrive  too  late.)  Conference 
unsuccessful,  but  states  asked  to  send  representatives  to 
new  convention  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia  in  May  1787. 

Shays'  Rebellion  in  Massachusetts;   agrarian  unrest 
stemming  from  economic  conditions  results  in  county 
conventions  to  discuss  grievances; 
"Regulators"  force  state  courts  to  close. 

Governor  Bowdoin  calls  out  a  special  state  army  of  4400 
men  to  supress  Shays'  Rebellion. 


Shaysites  defeated  by  state  army  in  attack  on  the 
Springfield  armory  to  procure  weapons;   suffer  additional 
losses  at  Petersham  and  Sheffield. 

General  Court  appoints  delegates  to  the  convention  in 
Philadelphia. 

Pardons  are  offered  to  "all  Shaysites  except  Daniel  Shays 
and  three  other  leaders. 


May  25  Constitutional  Convention  convenes  in  Philadelphia; 

attending  from  Massachusetts  are  Elbridge  Gerry, 
Nathaniel  Gorham,  Rufus  King  and  Caleb  Strong. 

Sept. 17  New  Constitution  is  signed  by  39  of  42  delegates  present 

and  transmitted  to  Congress.     Massachusetts  signers  are 
Gorham  and  King;  Gerry  refuses  to  sign. 

Sept. 28  Congress  calls  for  a  ratification  vote  for  the  new 

Constitution. 

Oct. 25  Massachusetts  General  Court  authorizes  a  separate 

convention  in  January  to  discuss  ratification. 

Dec. 7-18        Delaware  becomes  the  first  state  to  ratify  the 

Constitution;  Pennsylvia,  New  Jersey  and  Georgia  follow. 

1788 

Jan. 9  Connecticut  is  fifth  state  to  ratify. 

Jan. 9  Massachusetts  convenes  its  convention  with  364  delegates 

from  318  towns;    it  is  assumed  from  the  start  that  the 
vote  will  be  close. 

Jan. 31  Governor  John  Hancock  proposes  his  "conciliatory 

proposition"  that  the  convention  ratify  the  Constitution 
and  then  press  for  subsequent  amendments. 

Feb. 7  -Massachusetts  becomes  the  sixth  state  to  ratify,  with  a 

vote  of  187  to  168. 
SEE  PAGES   3-4   FOR  DETAILED  SUMMARY  OF  EVENTS 

April-  Three  more  states  ratify  (Maryland,  South  Carolina  and 

June  21  New  Hampshire)  providing  the  nine  states  necessary  for 

adoption;  South • Carol i na  and  New  Hampshire  also  submit 
amendments,  similar  to  those  suggested  by  Massachusetts. 

June  25-        Virginia,  New  York  and  North  Carolina  ratify  and  offer 
Aug  amendments. 

1789 

Jan  7  First  Presidential  election  by  electors  from  states: 

George  Washington  chosen  President,   and  John  Adams 
Vice-President. 

Sept  25  Resolutions  of  the  U.S.  Congress  proposing  twelve 

amendments  to  the  Constitution  are  submitted  to  the  state 
for  ratification. 

Nov  20-  New  Jersey  becomes  first  state  to  ratify  ten  of  the 

Dec. 22  twelve  amendments;   Maryland,  North  Carolina  follow. 


1790 

Jan- June 


New  Hampshire,,  Delaware,  New  York,  Pennsylvaia,  Rhode 
Island   ratify  the  Bill  of  Rights. 


J  an . 


Governor  Hancock  submits  the  amendments  to  the  MA  General 
Court;  additional  amendments  are  offered  and  studied. 


March  9 


1791 

Nov . -Dec 


1939 


The  General  Court  is  prorogued  without  ratifying  the 
amendments;   the  resolutions  are  shelved  and  not 
considered  during  the  next  session. 

Vermont,  Virginia  ratify  Bill  of  Rights;   the  Bill  of 
Rights  becomes  part  of  the  Constitution. 

The  MA  General  Court  passes  resolutions  which  ratify  the 
first  ten  amendments,  timed  to  coincide  with  the  150th 
anniversary  celebration  of  adoption  of  the  Bill  of  Rights 

MASSACHUSETTS  RATIFICATION  CONVENTION 
A  SUMMARY  OF  EVENTS 


1787 
Sept. 25 


Sept. 26 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 24-25 


Proposed  Constitution  received  by  Governor  Hancock,  along 
with- letter  from  George  Washington,  President  of 
Constitution  Convention  and  U.S.  Congress  Resolution  re 
transmission  to  States. 

Copy  of  proposed  Constitution  printed  in  all  State 
newspapers.     Debates  follow  in  letters  to  editor. 

Governor  Hancock  opens  MA  legislative  session,  lays 
before  body  documents  received  from  Congress.  (1) 

General  Court  sets  date  for  MA  Ratification  Convention 
on  2nd  Wednesday  in  January  and  requests  towns  to 
appoint  same  number  of  delegates  as  representatives  to 
the  General  Court.     Committee  set  up  to  receive  names  of 
delegates;   delegates  to  be  paid  out  of  public  treasury. 
(2) 


Nov. -Dec.       Town  meetings  held  to  elect  delegates; 
instructions.  (3) 


some  give  voting 


1788 

Jan. 9-14 


The  largest  of  all  state  ratification  conventions 
assembles  in  Boston;   364  delegates  from  318  towns  from 
8  counties  of  MA  and  3  of  present-day  Maine.  (4) 

Officers  elected:     John  Hancock  President,  William 
Gushing,  Vice  President,  George  R.  Minot,  Clerk  and  Jacob 
Kuhn,  Messenger.     Although  Hancock  not  present  because 
ill,  his  name  is  considered  important  to  lend  prestige 
to  the  proceedings.  (5) 

Committees  appointed  to  study  the  returns  from  the 
towns,   to  provide  for  minutes,   to  propose  rules  and 
regulations  and  to  provide  a  more  convenient  meeting 
place.  (6) 


Jan. 14  Convention  votes  to  consider  the  proposed  Constitution 

by  paragraphs;  Elbridge  Gerry  (not  a  delegate)  requested 
to  take  a  seat  to  answer  questions  about  not  voting  for 
Constitution  in  Philadelphia;  Gerry  accepts  by  letter. (7) 

Jan. 15-16      Reports  of  Philadephia  Convention  are  considered. 

Jan. 17  Payroll  procedures  outlined;     Connecticut  Ratification 

results  are  considered. 

Jan. 18  Convention  agrees  to  adjourn  to  attend  funeral  of 

Samuel  Adams'   son  on  Jan.  19. 

Jan. 20  Elbridge  Gerry  responds  to  questions  by  letter. 

Jan. 21  Boston  Gazette  charges  of  delegate  bribery  cons idered . ( 8 ) 

Report  on  disputed  returns  of  towns:  Taunton, 
Sheffield,.  Great  Barrington,  Williamstown . 

Jan. 22  New  Elbridge  Gerry  letter  read.     Misunderstandings  about 

his  role. 

Jan. 31  Debate  ends  on  all  paragraphs  of  proposed  Constitution; 

motion  to  pass  Constitution  is  made.     John  Hancock, 
President,  proposes  certain  amendments  be  added  to  the 
Constitution.  (9) 

Feb.l  Convention  agrees  time  needed  to  study  amendments;  final 

vote  on  Constitution  not  to  be  considered  before 
February  5. 

Feb. 2  Committee  set  up  with  members  from  each  county  to  study 

proposed  amendments. 

Feb. 4  Committee  urges  Hancock  propositions  be  accepted. 

Feb. 5  Report  of  Committee  read  again. 

Feb. 6  Sam  Adams  proposes  new  amendments  which  are  defeated. 

Vote  on  proposed  Constitution  with  Hancock  amendments 
passes  by  187  to  168.  (10) 

Feb. 7  Ratification  Convention  delegates  agree  to  proclaim 

ratification  in  public  notification  to  the  people;  agree 
journal  of  proceedings  to  be  published;  give  thanks  to 
officers,  clergy,  host  meeting  place;  receive 
invitations  from  Boston  locations  for  celebrations. 

At  State  House  assembly  in  House  chambers,  Convention 
publicly  proclaims  ratification  and  votes  to  dissolve. 


5/31/87 


ARCHIVAL  DOCUMENTS  ON  MASSACHUSETTS  RATIFICATION  CONVENTION 


The  Archives  of  the  Ccmmonwealth  of  Massachusetts  contains  documents 
useful  for  a  study  of  the  role  that  Massachusetts  played  in  the  drafting  and 
ratification  of  the  United  States  Constitution.    These  docuinents  are  contained 
in  three  "collections:    the  "Massachusetts  Archives"  collection;  and  files  of 
original  papers  for  unenacted  legislation  and  enacted  legislation. 

A  majority  of  the  documents  concerning  the  ratification  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution  are  included  in  volume  278  of  the  "Massachusetts  Archives" 
collection,  entitled  Constitutional  Convention  -  1788.  This  volume  contains 
records  which  follow  the  ratification  process  from  the  call  to  appoint 
delegates  in  October  1787  through  the  final  vote  in  favor  of  ratification  on  6 
February,  1788.    These  records  include  returns  from  each  town  that  elected  a 
delegate  to  the  Convention,  including  some  town  disagreements;  reports  of  the 
Convention  committees;  letters  written  by  Tristan  Dalton,  James  Bowdoin, 
Elbridge  Gerry  and  Samuel  Adams  concerning  the  debate;  and  the  official 
journal  of  the  Convention.    Documents  3-9  which  appear  on  the  next  pages  are 
fran  this  volume.    Individual  copies  of  documents  are  available  at  50  cents  a 
page.    A  microfilm  copy  of  volume  278  is  available  from  the  Massachusetts 
State  Archives  at  Columbia  Point  for  $16.00. 

The  unenacted  legislative  files  contain  documents  pertaining  to  the 
roles  played  by  the  delegates  elected  to  attend  the  Conventions  at  Annapolis 
and  Philadelphia.    Although  no  Massachusetts  delegate  reached  Annapolis  in 
time,  a  description  of  events  that  transpired  there  is  contained  in 
correspondence  preserved.    Material  on  the  Philadelphia  convention  includes  a. 
letter  by  Elbridge  Gerry  listing  his  objections  to  the  proposed  Constitution. 

Enacted  legislation  includes  the  files  for  the  acts  and  resolves  passed 
by  the  General  Court  during  this  same  period,  including  such  items  as 
appointing  delegates  and  establishing  their  pay,  as  well  as  Governor  Hancock's 
message  to  the  General  Court  re  calling  a  ratification  convention  and  the 
General  Court's  resolves  in  this  matter,  as  shown  on  documents  1  and  2. 

These  public  documents  are  primary  source  materials  of  the  Commonwealth 
..that  are  a  rich  resource  for  studying  the  role  of  the  Commonwealth  in  drafting 
and  ratifying  the  Constitution  during  1787-88. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  RATIFICATION  OF  U.S.  CONSTITUTION 

Massachusetts  Archives  Collection,  Vol.  287 

COMMON^\/EALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

In  Convention  of  the  Delegates  of  the  People  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts       February  6,  1788 

The  Convention  having  impartially  discussed  &  fully  considered  the 
Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America  reported  to  Congress  by  the 
Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  United  States  of  America  and  submitted 
to  us  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  Court  of  the  said  Commonwealth, 
passed  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  October  last  past,  and  acknowledging  with 
grateful  hearts  the  Goodness  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  in 
affording  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  his  providence 
an  opportunity  deliberately  and  peaceably  without  fraud  or  surprise  of 
entring  into  an  explicit  &  solemn  compact  with  each  other  by  assenting  to 
&  ratifying  a  new  constitution  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union 
establish  justice    ensure  domestic  tranquility    provide  for  the  common 
defence    promote  the  general  welfare    &  secure  the  blessings  of  Liberty 
to  themselves  &  their  posterity  do  In  the  name  &  in  the  behalf  of  the 
People  of  the  Canmonwealth  of  Massachusetts  assent  to  and  ratify  the  said 
Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

And  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  convention  that  certain  amendments 
and  alterations  in  the  said  Constitution  would  remove  the  fears  &  quiet 
the  apprehensions  of  many  of  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth  and 
more  effectually  guard  against  an  undue  administration  of  the  federal 
government;  the  Convention  do  therefore  recommend  that  the  following 
alterations  and  provisions  be  introduced  into  the  said  Constitution. 

First  That  it  be  explicitly  declared  that  all  powers  not  expressly 
delegated  by  the  aforesaid  Constitution  are  reserved  to  the  several 
States  to  be  by  them  exercised. 

Secondly    That  there  shall  be  one  Representative  to  every  thirty  thousand 
persons  according  to  the  census  mentioned  in  the  constitution  untill  the 
whole  number  of  the  Representatives  amounts  to  two  hundred. 

Thirdly    That  Congress  do  not  exercise  the  powers  vested  in  them  by  the 
4th  Section  of  the  first  article,  but  in  cases  when  a  State  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  make  the  regulations  therein  mentioned  or  shall  make 
regulations  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  people  to  a  free  and  equal 
representation  in  Congress  agreeably  to  the  constitution. 

Fourthly    That  Congress  do  not  lay  direct  taxes  but  when  the  monies 
arising  from  the  impost  and  excise  are  insufficient  for  the  public 
exigencies,  nor  then  untill  Congress  shall  have  first  made  a  requisition 
upon  the  States,  to  assess  levy  &  pay  their  respective  proportions  of 
such  requisition,  agreeably  to  the  census  fixed  in  the  said  Constitution, 
in  such  way  &  manner  as  the  legislature  of  the  State  shall  think  best. 
And  in  such  case,  if  any  State  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  its 
proportion  pursuant  to  such  requisition,  then  Congress  may  assess  &  levy 
such  States  proportion,  together  with  Interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  cent  per  annum  from  the  time  of  payment  prescribed  in  such 
requisition. 


Fifthly  That  Congress  erect  no  company  of  merchants  with  exclusive 
advantages  of  commerce. 


Sixthly    That  no  person  shall  be  tried  for  any  crime,  by  which  he  may 
incur  an  infamous  punishment,  or  loss  of  Life  untill  he  be  first  indicted 
by  a  grand  jury;  except  in  such  cases  as  may  arise  in  the  government  and 
regulation  of  the  Land  and  Naval  forces. 

Seventhly    The  Supreme  Judicial  Federal  Court  shall  have  no  jurisdiction 
of  causes  between  citizens  of  different  States,  unless  the  matter  in 
dispute  whether  it  concerned  the  realty  or  personalty,  be  of  value  of 
three  thousand  dollars  at  the  least,  nor  shall  the  Federal  Judicial 
powers  extend  to  any  actions  between  different  States  where  the  matter  in 
dispute,  whether  it  concerns  the  realty  or  personalty,  is  not  of  the 
value  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  at  the  least,  (sic) 

Eightly    In  civil  actions  between  citizens  of  different  States,  every 
issue  of  fact,  arising  in  actions  at  common  law,  shall  be  tried  by  a  jury 
if  the  parties  or  either  of  them  request  it. 

Ninthly    Congress  shall  at  no  time,  consent  that  any  person,  holding  an 
office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall  accept  the  title 
of  Nobility  or  any  other  title  or  office  from  any  King,  Prince,  or 
foreign  State. 

And  the  Convention  do,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this 
Commonwealth,  in join  it  upon  their  representatives  in  Congress,  at  all 
times,  untill  the  alterations  and  provisions  aforesaid  have  been 
considered  agreably  to  the  fifth  article  of  the  said  cons-titution,  to 
exert  all  their  influence  and  use  all  reasonable  and  legal  methods  to 
obtain  a  ratification  of  the  said  alterations  and  provisions  in  such 
manner  as  is  provided  in  the  said  article. 

And  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  may  have  due  notice  of 
the  assent  and  ratificiation  of  the  said  Constitution  by  this 
Convention.    It  is  Resolved  that  the  assent  and  ratification  aforesaid  be 
engrossed  on  parchment  together  with  the  recommendation  and  injunction 
aforesaid,  and  with  this  resolution;  and  that  His  Excellency  John  Hancock 
Esquire  president,  and  the  Honorable  William  Cushing  Esquire  vice 
president  of  this  Convention,  transmit  the  same,  countersigned  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Convention,  under  their  hands  &  Seals  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

George  Richards  Minot    Secretary  John  Hancock  President 

Pursuant  to  the  Resolution  aforesaid    We  the  President  and  Vice 
President  do  hereby  transmit  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
the  same  resolution  with  the  same  assent  and  ratification  of  the 
Constitution  aforesaid  for  the  United  States  and  the  recommendation  and 
injunction  above  specified. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  Set  our  hands  &  Seals  at  Boston 
in  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid  this  seventh  day  of  February  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  sfeven  hundred  and  eighty  eight  and  in  the  Twelfth  Year  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

True  Copy  John  Hancock    President  and  a  Seal 

Attest  William  Casting    Vice  President  and 

George  Richards  Minot    Secretary  a  Seal 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
Michael  J.  Connolly,  Secretary 


The  commonwealth  Museum  at  Columbia  Point 


THE  GREAT  DEBATE   OF  '88 
Clues  to  Local  History 


"The  Great  Debate  of   '88"   is  a  unique  and  innovative 
research  project  and  reenactment  of  the  ratification  of  the 
U.S.  Constitution  by  Massachusetts  on  February  6,  1788. 
Sponsored  by  the  Governor's  Commission  to  Commemorate  the 
Bicentennial  of  the  Constitution,   the  Commonwealth  Museum,  the 
John  F.  Kennedy  Presidential  Library,  and  the  Departments  of 
Education  and  Councils  of  Social  Studies  for  the  states  of 
Massachusetts  and  Maine,   this  project  introduces  high  school 
students  and  their  teachers   (called  John  Hancock  Scholars  and 
Fellows)   to  the  issues  surrounding  the  ratification  process. 
The  students  will  research  and  role  play  the  355  delegates  from 
MA  and  ME  who  voted  at  the  Ratification  Convention  in  "The 
Great  Debate  of  '88." 

Trying  to  find  out  about  the  delegates  who  lived  200  years 
ago  takes  a  lot  of  careful  detective  work.     This  kind  of 
research  is  difficult  for  two  reasons.     First,   our  ancestors 
did  not  leave  as  many  records  behind  as  we  do  today.     We  live 
in  the  age  of  information  and  each  of  us  leaves  a  trail  of 
report  cards,   licenses,  credit  card  applications,  parking 
tickets  and  many  other  kinds  of  documents  to  mark  our  place  in 
history.     Today,  even  the  name  of  the  family  dog  is  recorded  on 
a  license  receipt  at  the  town  or  city  hall. 


Second,   the  further  you  go  back  in  time,   the  fewer  the 
records  that  seem  to  survive.     Think  about  your  own  family 
photo  album.     There  are  lots  of  pictures  of  your  own  family  but 
fewer  of  your  parents  and  fewer  still  of  your  grandparents. 
Many  records,  particularly  personal  records,  get  thrown  out  or 
destroyed  as  time  passes. 


Following  are  some  suggestions  for  places  to  look  for 
information  about  the  people  who  attended  the  Convention  to 
ratify  the  Constitution  in  Boston  in  1788.     A  source  that  is 
informative  for  one  town  may  not  be  helpful  for  another.  The 
quality  of  the  source  varies  from  place  to  place  depending  upon 
who  did  the  research,  writing,   or  recording.     But  all  that  is  a 
part  of  the  detective  work. 


YOUR  REPRESENTATIVE 

The  perso.n  or  persons  sent  by  your  town  or  city  to  the 
Ratification  Convention  is  listed  on  a  document  in  the 
collection  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Archives.     First,  find 
your  county,   then  your  town,   then  your  representative. 


PRINTED  MATERIALS 


Information  that  has  been  collected,   organized,   set  in 
type,   and  printed.     Books,  pamplets,  magazines,   and  newspapers 
are  examples  of  this  type  of  source.     Books  and  newspapers  may 
tell  us  a  lot  about  the  people  who  represented  Massachusetts 
towns-  and  cities  at  the  Ratification  convention. 


Town  and  County  Histories 

The  best  place  to  start  your  search  is  probably  in  the 
histories  that  have  been  written  about  almost  every 
Massachusetts  town  and  county.     The  men  who  represented  their 
communities  in  Boston  in  1788  were  all  well-known,  respected, 
and  successful  citizens.     It  is  likley  that  some  information 
about  them,   their  ancentors,   decendants,   and  families,  is 
available  in  these  histories.     Genealogies,   or  books  about  the 
lineage  of  a  particular  family,  may  also  prove  helpful. 

Newspapers 

The  ratification  of  the  Constitution  was  a  very  big  event 
in  Massachusetts  of  200  years  ago.     Stories  about  preparations 
for  the  Convention,  delegates,   and  the  arguments  for  and 
against  ratification  may  appear  in  the  newspapers  that  were 
published  in  your  town  or  region  of  the  state  200  years  ago. 

MANUSCRIPTS 

Manuscripts  are  documents  that  are  still  in  the  form  in 
which  they  were  written  originally.     Today,  a  computer  printout 
can  be  a  manuscript;   50  years  ago  a  manuscript  could  be 
typewritten.     200  years  ago,  manuscripts  were  written  in  long 
.hand.     Not  only  are  manuscripts  difficult  to  read  because  they 
were  hand  written,  but  the  rules  of  spelling,  grammar,  and 
meanings  of  some  words  were  different  then  than  they  are  now. 

Personal  Manuscripts 

If  you  write  a  letter,  that  is  a  manuscript.  If  you  keep  a 
diary,  that  is  a  manuscript.  You  may  get  lucky  and  find 
letters,  diaries,  or  personal  accounts  written  by  your  delegate 
but  it  is  not  likely.  Some  people  save  these  sorts  of  personal 
records,  others  do  not.  Time  has  made  personal  records  very 
rare  but,  if  you  are  lucky  enough  to  find  them,  they  will  tell, 
you  a  lot  about  the  person  you  are  studying. 

Official  Records 

Official   records  survive  more  frequently  than  personal 
records  because  they  are  saved  for  some  public  purpose. 


Generally,  they  are  kept  by  town,   county  or  the  state 
governments,   although  some  examples  of  them  may  have  worked 
their  way  into- the  collections  of  libraries  or  historical 
soc  i  et  ies . 

Town  Records.     Towns  keep  many  different  types  of  records  that 
might  help  identify  your  representative  to  the  Ratification 
Convention.     Ask  your  town  clerk  for  help  in  identifying  the 
records  that  survive  from  this  time  and  for  directions  in  their 
use.     There  may  be  minutes  of  selectmen's  meetings  or  town 
meetings  that  contain  entries  about  delegates  and  the 
convention.     Towns  also  kept  tax  records  that  might  tell  you 
about  the  -property  owned  by  delegates  and  other  town 
officials.     Towns  also  kept  records  of  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths   (most  of  this  information  has  been  reprinted  in  book 
form  and  is  available  through  local  libraries). 

County  Records.     Counties  were  not  as  important  in 
Massachusetts  as  they  were  in  some  states  as  a  center  of  local 
government.     County  records,  however,   are  very  important  for 
information  that  has  legal  status  or  that  is  associated  with 
the  county  court  systems.     This  is  because  courts  were 
organized  on  a  county-wide  basis,  not  on  a  town  basis.     You  may 
find  important  information  about  your  delegate  by  consulting 
the  records  in  the  Registry  of  Probate  and  the  Registry  of 
Deeds  in  your  County  Court  House. 

State  Records.     Many  important  state  records,  can  be  found  in 
the  Massachusetts  State  Archives,   located  at  220  Morrissey 
Blvd.,  Columbia  Point,  Boston,  MA  02125.     There  are  some 
records  of  the  Ratification  Convention  itself  in  the  Archives 
collections. 

OTHER  SOURCES 

Creativity  is  the  hallmark  of  any  good  detective. 
Detectives  have  to  talk  to  people  to  help  them  find  the 
evidence  they  need  to  solve  a  problem.     Talk  to  your  town 
clerk,   talk  to  your  local  librarian,   talk  to  the  curator  of 
your  local  historical  society.     If  your  town  library  cannot 
help  you,  check  with  the  nearest  city  library.     Try  to  figure 
out  who  has  the  information  you  need  and  how  to  track  them 
down.     There  might  be  an  older  person  in  your  community,  for 
example,  who  knows  a  lot  about  the  history  of  the  town.     If  you 
can  find  such  an  individual,   spending  an  hour  with  them  might 
give  you  enough  ideas  to  keep  you  busy  for  a  long  time.  Don't 
give  up  too  easily;   don't  be  discouraged.     In  some  cases,  you 
probably  just  won't  be  able  to  find  out  much  about  your 
delegate.     If  that  is  the  case,   try  to  figure  out  why  there  is 
30  little   information  available  about  such  an  important  person. 

The  town  you  live  in  may  have  been  bigger   in  1787   than  it 
is  now.     Or,    it  may  have  been  formed  since  that  date  out  of 
parts  of  other  towns.     The  outlines  of  your  town  history  are  an 


important  segment  of  this  story.     If  you  lived  in  a  town  that 
was  well-established  in  1787,  directories  of  its  citizens  may 
exist.     These  directories,   like  telephone  books  today,  can  tell 
you  a  lot  about  what  people  did  to  earn  their  living  and  where 
their  houses  or  business  were  located.     Maps  can  also  be  very 
helpful  to  your  study.     Maps  for  every  Massachusetts  town  were 
drawn  for  the  state  in  1794  and  1830.     You  may  be  able  to 
locate  the  property  owned  by  your  delegate  on  these  maps. 
Also,  check  the  town  and  county  atlases  that  were  published  for 
many  regions  of  Massachusetts  later  in  the  19th  century. 

Keep  careful  records  of  your  search.     As  you  write  the 
story  of  your  delegate,  you  may  also  want  to  write  the  story  of 
how  you  found  the  information  you  needed,   the  people  that  were 
helpful  to  your  project,  and  your  assessment  of  the  value  and 
ease  of  use  of  the  different  types  of  records  you  consulted. 


John  Hancock  delivering  his 
"conciliatory  amendments  speech" 
at  MA  Ratification  Convention. 


From  State  House  mural,   by  Herter 


RATIFICATION:      THE"       GREAT       DEBATE     IN  '8 

CHECK  LIST  OF  LOCAL  HISTORY  SOURCES 


REPOSITORIES 


MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  ARCHIVES 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,   MA  02125 
(617)  727-2180 

STATE  LIBRARY 

State  House, 
Boston,   MA  02133 
(617)  727-0327 

COUNTY  COURTS 

CITY  AND  TOWN  CLERKS 


CITY  AND  TOWN  LIBRARIES 


SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  AND 
GENEALOGICAL  SOCIETES 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETIES 


Federal  census  records.  Ratification 
related  materials.  Vital  statistics. 
Grand  tax  lists.  Maps.  Military 
records.  Legislation  affecting  Towns. 

Legislative  research  resource.  Strong 
collection  of  local  history  and  gene- 
alogical information.   Some  early  tax 
lists . 

Contain  land  and  probate  records. 

Town  Meeting  Minutes,  Selectmen's 
Records,  vital  records,   tax  lists, 
and  some  military  records. 

Local  history,  special  collections, 
genealogy,  maps,  vital  records. 

Manuscript  diaries  and  accounts, 
topical  research  papers,  biography, 
genealogy,  old  photos , illustrations . 

Artifact  collections,  photographs, 
paintings,  drawings,  maps,  special 
collections,  knowledgeable  people. 


HISTORICAL  SOURCES 


DOCUMENTS 
(written  words) 


PRINTED 
MATERIALS 
I 

Histories 
( national ) 
( state ) 
( local ) 

I 

Newspapers 

Handbills 

Directories 

Gazeteers 

Genealogies 


MANUSCRIPTS 


Federal 

State 

County 

Town 

Church 

I 

Personal 


ARTIFACTS 
( physical ) 
( objects ) 


Museums 
personal 
furnishings 
clothing 

I 

Structures 
Landforms 
Grave- Stones 


ILLUSTRATIONS 
( images ) 


Maps 

manuscr  ipt 

pr  inted 
Paintings 
Drawings 

wood 

steel 

lithographs 
Photographs 
antique, modern 
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OFFICE  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
Michael  J.  Connolly,  Secretary 
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CONSTITUTION 

The  Commonwealth  Museum  at  Columbia  Point 


r 


RESOURCES  FOR  CELEBRATING  THE  U.S.   CONSTITUTION   BICENTENNIAL,  1987-1991 


Massachusetts  and  National  Organizations 

American  Bar  Association 
Youth  Education  for  Citizenship 
750  North  Lake  Shore  Drive 
Chicago,   XL  60611     (312)  988-5725 

American  Historical  Association 
400  A  Street  SE 
Washington,   DC  20003 

American  Library  Association 

50  E.   Huron  Street 

Chicago,   IL  60611   (312)  944-6780 

Contact:     Public  Information  Office 

Boston  National  Historical  Park 
15  State  Street 

Boston,   MA  02109    (  617  )  242-5688 

Contact:     Anthony  Wayne  Tommell,  Supervis. 

Boston  Public  Library 
666  Boylston  Avenue 
Boston,   MA  02117  (617)536-5400 
Contact:     Rose  Moorachian 
Jane  Manthorne 

Center  for  Civic  Education 
5146  Douglas  Fir  Rd . ,  Suite  1 
Calabasas,  CA  91302     (818)  340-9320 
Contact:     Mary  Jane  Turner,  Assoc.  Director 


Civil  Liberties  Union  of  MA 
47  Winter  Street 

Boston,   MA  02108      (617)  482-3170 


Contact 


John  W.  Roberts,  Exec'  Dir 


Close  Up  Foundation 

1235  Jefferson  Davis  Highway 

Arlington,  VA  22202 

Commission  on  the  Bicentennial  of  the 

U.S.  Constitution 
736  Jackson  Place,  N.W. 

Washington,  D.C.  20503  (202)  USA-1787 
Contact:     Resource  Center 


Publications  and  programs  for 
the  bar  and  educators; 
Bicentennial  Activity  guide  for 
school  and  community. 

Co-sponsor  Project   '37  and 
periodical  this  Constitution. 


Resource  book, 
bibliogr aph  ies 
resource  lists 
Constitution . 


posters , 
and  a/v 
on  the 


Interpretive  materials. 
Visitors  Center  exhibit 
through  Feb.  1988. 


Booklists  &  programs  on  the 
Federal  Constitution  and  Shays' 
Rebellion;  publishing,  distrib- 
ing  book  on  MA  Ratification  by 
O'Connor  &  Rogers. 

National  Bicentennial  Compe- 
tition on  the  Constitution; 
secondary  school  text,  teachers' 
edition;  elementary  &  junior  hig. 
planned;K-12  multimedia  material. 
Law  in  a  Free  Society  project. 

Conference  sponsorship;   Bill  of 
Rights  education  materials  for 
secondary  school  teachers;  plans 
for  education  programs  to  1991. 

Citizenship  education  program 
for  secondary  students,  adults 
emphasizing  Ist-hand  experience. 

Monthly  newsletter,    "We  the  • 
People",   Calendar,  pocket 
Constitution;   general  resource 
inf ormat  ion . 


Commonwealth  Museum  at  Columbia  Pt. 
220  Morrissey  Blvd. 
Boston,   MA  02125      (617)  727-9268 
Contact:     Bobby  Robinson,  Education 

Courts,  Classrooms  &  the  Community 
District  Court  Dept.,  Admin.  Office 
Holyoke  Square 

Salem  MA  01970       (617)  745-9010 
Contact:     Robert  dayman.  Coordinator 

John  F.   Kennedy  Library 
Columbia  Point 

Boston,   MA  02125      (617)  929-4500 
Contact:     Donna  Smerlas 

Michele  Bia.gioni,  Education 

Lowell  National  Historical  Park 

169  Merrimack  Street 

Lowell,   MA  01852   (617)  459-1043 

Contact:     Cathy  Tevyaw,   Ed  Prog.  Coord. 

MA  Advisory  Commission  to  Commemorate  the 

Bicentennial  of  the  U.S.  Constitution 
State  House,  Room  114 
Boston,   MA  02122     (  617  ) -  ^ 27-2068 
Contact:     Margaret  Cavanaugh,  Executive  Dir. 

MA  Assn.   for  Law  Related  Education 
University  of  Massachusetts 
265  Hills  South 

Amherst,   MA  01003       (413)  545-1529 
Contact:     Prof.  David  Schimmel,  Director 

MA  Bar  Association 
20  VJest  Street 

Boston,   MA  02111    (617)  542-3602 
Contact:     Ronny  Sydney 

MA  Council  for  the  Social  Studies 
c/o  Richard  Aieta,  President 
Hamilton  Wenham  Regional  High  School 
Hamilton,   MA  01936   (617)  384-2174 

Massachusetts  Dept.  of  Education 
1385  Hancock  Street 
Quincy,   MA  02169     (617)  770-7588 
Contact:     George  S.   Perry,  vjr. 

MA  Newspaper   in  Education  Council 
c/o  Lawrence  Eagle  Tribune 
P.O.   Box  100 

Lawrence,   MA  01842    (617)  685-1000 
Contact:   Anita  Perkins,   Newsletter  Editor 


Exhibits,  booklets,  posters  on 
the  Constitution  and  Shays' 
Rebellion;   exhibit  video; 
MA  Ratification  Reenactment. 

Law-related  education  confs.; 
Teacher  training  &  information; 
Curriculum  library;  Bicentennial 
Writing  Competition. 


School  programs,  MA  Ratification 
Reenactment  co-sponsor. 
Bicentennial  Writing  Competition. 


Programs  for  area  schools. 


Newsletter,   state  calendar, 
networking  information;  MA 
Ratification  Reenactment 
co-sponsor . 


Education  programs;  program  in 
Legal  Literacy. 


Curriculum  Materials  &  Training; 
Lawyer  in  the  Classroom  Program. 


NERC  and  state  Conferences, 
workshops  on  related  topics; 
National  History  Day  competition; 
MA  Ratification  Reenactment. 

School  services,  including 
regional  offices;  Bicentennial 
networking;   MA  Ratification 
Reenactment  co-sponsor. 

Reprints  of  Newsletter  for 
February  1987  on  Constitution 
200,   with  classroom  ideas. 


Massachusetts  state  Library 
State  House 

Boston,  MA  0212  (617)  727-2590 
Contact:     Reference  Desk 


Museum  of  our  National'  Heritage 
Marrett  Road 

Lexington,   MA     02173   (617)  861-6559 
Contact:     Education  Dept. 

National  Council  for  the  Social  Studies 
3501  Newark  St.,  N.W.,  Box  P 
Washington,   D.C.   20016   (202)  966-7840 
Contact:     Frances  Haley 

National  Archives  and  Records  Adm. 
7th  and  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW 
Washington,   DC  20408    (202)  523-3097 
Contact:     Public  Programs  Division 

National  Park  Service 

North  Atlantic  Regional  Office 

15  State  Street 

Boston,   MA  02109    (617)  565-6950 

Contact:     David  Day,   Interpretive  Specialist 

New  England  and  the  Constitution 
One  Woodbridge  Street 
South  Hadley,  MA  01075 

Office  of  the  Humanities 
Division  of  Continuing  Education 
University  of  Massachusetts 
Amherst,   MA  01003   (413)  545-2486 
Contact:     Kerry  W.  Buckley,  Director 

Old  Sturbridge  Village 

Sturbridge,   MA  01566   (617)  347-3363 

Contact:   Sarah  Carnahan,     Education  Dept. 

Project  '87 

1527  New  Hampshire  Ave.,  N.W. 
Washington,  D.C.   20036     (202)  483-2512 

Springfield  Library  and  Museums 
220  State  Street 

Springfield,   MA  01103    (413)  739-3871 
Contact:     Marianne  Gambaro,   P.R.  Director 

U.S.S.   Constitution  Museum 
Charlestown  Navy  Yard 
Charlestown,   MA  02129  (617)426-1812 
Contact:     Education  Department 


Good  local  history  collection; 
Biographical  information  on  some 
delegates  to  Philadelphia  &  MA 
Conventions;   no  primary  docs.; 
Collections  do  not  circulate. 

Jefferson  Meeting  in  spring; 
Exhibit  on  Constitution,  with 
group  programs . 


Written  materials,  video 
cassette;   unit  for  elemenatary 
with  National  Education  Assn. 


Materials  related  to  the 
Constitution,   including  facsimil 
exhibit  of  20  documents  on  its 
creation . 

Information  on  regional  parks 
re.  Constitution  Bicentennial 
Videos,   traveling  exhibits. 


Regional  information  source. 


Shays'  Rebellion  resources; 
networ  k  ing . 


Videotape  on  Constitution  for 
sale.   1830's  case  studies  with 
Sturbridge  commentaries,  co-pro- 
duced with  CT  public  TV  (l/2hr.) 

Quarterly  journal,  Th is 
Constitution;  curriculum 
materials;   poster  series. 

Special  events  and  exhibits  on 
the  Era  of  the  Constitution, 
at  museums  and  libraries   in  its 
system. 

Public  forums  on  Constitution; 
Networ  k  ing . 


OF  THE 


CONSTITUjfoN 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
OFFICE  OF  THE   SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
Michael  J.  Connolly,  Secretary 


The  Commonwealth  Museum  at  Columbia  Point 

TEACHING  MATERIALS  ON  THE  U.S.   CONSTITUTION  AND  MA  RATIFICATION 

BOOKS:   reading  level 

E  =  elementary,  Jv  =  middle,   junior,  A  =  senior,  adult 

SHAYS'  REBELLION 

Collier,  James  L.  and  Christopher  Collier,  The  Winter  Hero.     New  York 
Four  Winds  Press,   1978.  Jv,  A 


Commonwealth  Museum,  Shays'  Rebellion;     Thundercloud  £or  the  New 


Nation .  Free  background  booklet  contains  bibliography 
Teachers'   booklet  also  available. 


Jv  ,  A 


Minot,  George  Richards,     History  of  the  Insurrections  in  Massachusetts 
in  1786  and  of  the  Rebellion  Consequent  Thereon.     DaCapo  Press, 
1971  reprint  of  1788  ed .  A 

Starkey,  Marion,  A  Little  Rebellion.     New  York:  Knopf,   1955.     Jv,  A. 

Szatsmary,  David  P.,  Shays'  Rebellion-;     The  Making  of  an  Agrarian 

Insurrection.     Amherst;  University  of  Massachusetts  Press,   1980-.  A 

PHILADELPHIA  CONVENTION,   CONSTITUTION  ORIGINS 

Bowen,  Catherine,  The  Miracle  at  Philadelphia-:     The  Story  of  the 

Constitutional  Convention,  May  to  September,   1787.     Little  Brown, 
1987  reprint  of  1966  edition.  Jv,  A 

Collier,  Christopher  and  James  Lincoln  Collier,  Decision  in 

Philadelphia;     The  Constitutional  Convention  of  1787.     New  York; 
Random  House,   1986.  A 

Commager,  Henry  Steele,  Great  Constitution:  A  Book  for  Young 
Americans .     New  York:  Bobbs-Mer r i 11 ,   1961.     E,  Jv 

Cullop,  Floyd  G.,  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States:  An 

Introduction.     New  York;  New  American  Library,   1984.  A 

Fritz,  Jean,   ill.   by  Tomie  de  Paola,   Shhhl  We're  Writing  the 
Cons t i t ut ion .     New  York;     Putnam,    1987  .  E 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  James  Madison  and  John  Jay,  The  Federalist  Papers, 
ed .   with  an  introduction  by  Clinton  Rossiter.     New  York:  New 
American  Library,   1961.  A 


Levy ,■  E 1 i zabeth ,   If  You  Were  There  When  They  Signed  the  Constitution. 
New  York;     Scholastic,   1987.  E 


Mee ,  Charles  L.,  Jr.,  The  Genius  of  the  People.     New  York:     Harper  & 
Row,    1987.  A 

Morris,  Richard,  The  Constitution.     Lerner,   1985.  A 

Morris,  Richard  B.,  Witnesses  at  the  Creation:     Hamilton,  Madison,  Jay 

and  the  Constitution.     N.Y.:  Holt,  Rinehart  &  Wins.ton,   1985.   E,  Jv 

Peterson,  Helen.     Making  of  the  United  States  Constitution.  Garrard, 
1974.  E 

Rossiter,  C.  L.     1787:     The  Grand  Convention.  New  York:  Macmillan, 
1966.  A 

Wheeler,  Russell  R.,   "The  Writing  and  Ratification  of  the  U.S. 

Constitution:     A  Bibliography",   the  Federal  Judicial  Center, 
1986.  An  abbreviated  version  also  available.  A 

Wood,  Gordon  S.,  The  Creation  of  the  American  Republic,  1776-1787. 
Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,   1969.  A 


MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RATIFICATION 

Belknap,  Jeremy,  minutes  of  proceedings  of  MA  Convention,  published  in 
proceedings  of  the  MA  Historical  Society,   1858,  Fifth  Series.  'A 

Brown,  Richard,  Massachuset tts :  A  History.     NY:  W.  W.  Norton,   1978,  A 

Debates  and  Proceedings  in  the  Convention  of  1788.     Published  by  Order 
of  the  Legislature,  Boston,   1856.  A 

Dalton,  Cornelius  and  J.  Wirkkala  and  A.  Thomas,  Leading  the  Way.  A 

History  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Court  1629-1980.  Secretary 
of  State,   1984.  A 

Elliot,  Jonathan,  ed . ,  Debates  in  the  Several  State  Conventions  on  the 
Adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.     Five  Volumes. 
Philadelphia:     J.B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,   1861.     Vol.   II  contains 
Massachusetts  Debates.     Available  in  research  libraries, 
including  The  State  House  Library.  A 

Harding,   S.  B.,  The  Contest  Over  the  Ratification  of  the  Federal 

Constitution  in  Massachusetts.     NY:   Longmans,  Green  &  Co.,   1896.  A 

Hart,  Albert  B.,  ed . ,  Commonwealth  History  of  Massachusetts,  Vol  III. 
NY:  States  History  Company,  1929.  See  especially  Chapter  III 
on  MA  role  in  Philadelphia  and  Boston  conventions.     Jv,  A 

Massachusetts  Archives  Collection:     Volume  278  on  Ratification 

Convention,  on  microfilm  at  the  Massachusetts  State  Archives. 

O'Connor,  Thomas  H.   and  Alan  Rogers,  Professors  of  History,  Boston 
College,  This  Momentous  Affair:     The  Bay  State  and  the 
Ratification  of   the  Constitution  of   the  United  States.  Boston 
Public  Library,   to  be  available  by  September  1987.  Jv,  A 


BACKGROUND  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION  PERIOD 


''ji 


Fiske,  John,  The  Critical  Period  of  American  History,  1783-1789. 

Cambridge,  MA:     Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,   1888.     Some  information 

biased,  bat  section  on  MA  ratification  (pp.   316-331)  excellent 

for  students.     Check  local  library  or  State  House  Library.  Jv,  A  ^ 

Hilton,  Suzanne,  We  the  People:     The  Way  We  Were  1783-1793. 

Philadelphia:  Westminster,  1981.  Surveys  the  way  that  people  ^ 
lived  during  the  first  ten  years  of  independence.  Jv 

Horton,  James  0.,   and  Lois  E.  Horton,  Black  Bostonians.     New  York: 
Holmes  &  Meier,   1979.  A 

I 

Kerber,  Linda,  Women  of  the  Republic:  Intellect  and  Ideology  in 
Revolutionary  America.  Chapel  Hill:  University  of  North 
Carolina  Press,   1980.  A 

Norton,  Mary  Beth,  ed . ,  Liberty's  Daughters:  The  Revolutionary 

Experience  of  American  Women,   1750-1800.     Boston:     Little,  Brown 

&  Co. ,   1980 ,  A  I 

Nye,  Russel  B.,  The  Cultural  Life  of  the  New  Nation:   1776-1830.     New  | 
York:     Harper  and  Row,   1960.  Jv  1 

Smith,  Barbara  Clark,  After  the  Revolution.     The  Smithsonian  History  of  I 
Everyday  Life  in  the  18th  Century.     New  York:     Pantheon  Books, 
1985  A  ■  j 

Tunis,  Edwin,  Young  United  States.     New  York:     World,   1969.     E,  Jv 
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Bailyn,  B.   et  al .  ,  The  Great  Republic.     Boston:     Little,  Brown,   1977.  A 

Barker,  Lucius  J.  and  Twiley  W.  Barker,  Jr.,  Civil  Liberties  and  the 
Constitution:     Cases  and  Commentaries .     Prentice  Hall,   1970.  A 

Beard,  C.  A.,  An  Economic  Interpretation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.     New  York:     Macmillan,   1935.  A 

Cushman,  Robert  F.,  Ed.,  Leading  Constitutional  Decisions.  Prentice 
Hall,   1977.  A 

Faber,  Doris  and  Harold  Faver,  We  the  People:     The  Story  of  the  U.S. 

Constitution  Since  1787.     New  York:     Scribners,    1987.  E,  Jv 

Fisher,  Louis,  Politics  of  Shared  Powers.     Washington:  Congressional 
Quarterly  Press,   1981.  A 

Friendly,   Fred  W.   and  Martha  J.H.   Elliott,  The  Constitution:  That 
Delicate,  Balance.     New  York:     Random  House,   1984.  A 

Gerberg,   Mort,  U.S.  Constitution  for  Everyone.     New  York:     Putnam,  1987 
(A  Perigee  paperback),  Jv,  A 


Levy,  Leonard  VJ.     Emergence  of  a  Free  Press.     N.Y.,  London:  Oxford 
University  Press,   1985.  A 

Levy,  Leonard,  ed . ,  Encyclopedia  of  the  American  Constitution.  4v. 
New  York:  Macmillan,   1986.  A 

Mason,  Alpheus  T.,  The  States  Rights  Debate:     Anti-Federalism  and  the 
Constitution.-    Englewood  Cliffs:  Prentice,   1964.  A 

Schwartz,  Bernard.     The  Bill  of  Rights:     A  Documentary  History.   2  v. 
Chelsea  House,   1971.  A 


BIOGRAPHIES 

Consult  your  school  and  local  libraries  for  biographies  on  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  (Washington,  Madison,  Hamilton,  Jay,  Franklin  are 
most  frequent  subjects).     Jean  Fritz  has  written  books  for  young  people 
on  Franklin,  Patrick  Henry,  Sam  Adams  and  John  Hancock   (only  Franklin 
was  a  Philadelphia  Convention  delegate)   that  describes  events  during 
this  period  for  elementary  school  students.     MA  delegates  to 
Philadelphia,  Rufus  King  and  Elbridge  Gerry  have  biographies.     It  will 
be  harder  to  find  books  about  MA  ratification  activists.     There  are 
biographies  on  John  Adams,  Sam  Adams  and  John  Hancock,  leading 
political  figures  from  Massachusetts  during  the  Cons itut ional  period, 
although  only  Hancock  was  a  leader  of  the  ratification  fight.  Try  to 
see  what  is  available  on  the  local  level  about  leaders  from  the 
community  during  this  time.    (See  Clues  to  Local  History  for  further 
information  on  local  research.) 

Find  out  the  views  and  activities  of  women  during  the  Constitution  era: 
Abigail  Adams  and  Mercy  Otis  Warren  wrote  letters  and  books  and  have 
biographies  written  about  them.     VJives  of  founding  fathers  were  also 
written  about,   such  as  Sarah  Livingston  Jay  and  Dolly  Madison.  General 
books  on  women  and  others  left  out  of  the  convention  process  (Blacks, 
e.g.)   are  listed  under  the  Constitution  period  above. 

Newspapers :     See  also  newspapers  of  the  period,   which  covered  events 
related  to  the  Constitution  and  the  MA  Rat  if iciat ion  Convention.  Notes 
taken  by  Benjamin  Russell  of  the  Massachusetts  Sentinel  are 
particularly  helpful  in  adding  to  the  brief  official  notes.  Other 
Boston  newspapers  to  consult  are:     Independent  Chronicle   (like  the 
Centinel,   strongly  federal);   the  Boston  Gazette  and  Country  Journal  and 
the  American  Herald  were  slightly  antif ederalist .     Lively  debates  took 
place  in  these  papers  in  the  letters  to  the  editor,  usually  signed 
under  an  assumed  name  like  Publius.     The  most  important  newspapers  from 
other  parts  of  the  State  are  the  SaLem  Mercury,   the  Hampshi  re 
Chronicle,   the  Hampshire  Gazette  and  the  Worcester  Magazine.  These 
newspapers  are  on  microfilm  in  several  libraries  throughout  the 
Commonwealth,  Including  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  at  Worcester, 
the  MA  Historical  Society,   the  Boston  Public  Library  and  the  Boston 
Athenaeum  in  Boston,   and  the  University  of  Massachusetts  in  Amherst. 
Jv ,  A 


CURRICULUM  AND  OTHER  EDUCATIONAL  RESOURCES 


The  Constitution:   Evolution  of  a  Government^  a  supplemental  teaching 
unit  for  secondary  school  students,  using  40  documents  from  the 
National  Archives  collection.   1986.  Contact  Elsie  Freeman,  Chief, 
Education  Branch,  Office  of  Public  Programs,  National  Archives  and 
Records  Administration,  Washington,  D.C.  20408. 

Patrick,  John  J.  and  Richard  C.  Remy ,  eds .  ,  Lessons  on  the 
Constitution:     Supplements  to  High  School  Courses  in  American  History^ 
Government  and  Civics.     Available  from  Project   '87,   1527  New  Hampshire 
Ave.,   N.W.,  Washington,   D.C.  20036. 

Project   '37  has  additional  teaching  materials  and  a  publication, 
"this  constitution:  A  Bicentennial  Chronicle."  Write  for  informationo 

We  Are  All  a  Part  of  It,  a  historical  musical  and  supplemental  teach  uiq 
guide  for  elementary  school  students  on  the  Philadelphia  Convention,- 
available  from  Mrs.  Jean  Lutterman,  Norwood  School,  8821  River  Road, 
Bethesda,  MD  20817. 

The  U.S.  Constitution:     A  Design  for  Democracy;  a  filmstrip  and  video 
on  the  Constitutional  Convention  and  framing  of  the  document,  for 
elementary  level.     Available  from  Society  for  Visual  Education,  c/o 
Mary  Ann  Cummings,  1345  Diversey  Pkwy,  Chicago,   IL  60614. 

American  Bicentennial  challenge,  a.  question  and  answer  game  about  the 
Constitution  for  seconday  school  students.     Available  from 
Congressional  Youth  Leadership  Conference,  c/o  Ann  Ventura,  Project 
Director,  1511  K  St.,  N.W. ,  suite  842,  Washington,  D.C.  20005. 

Projects  on  the  Constitution  by  American  Radio  Service,   426  C  Street, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.   20002,  c/o  James  C.  Roberts:     The  Constitutional 
Journal   (122  three-minute  programs);   Mercy  Otis  Warren,   (a  90  minute 
radio  play);  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Frramers  of  the  Constitution 
(55  two-minute  programs);  and  Constitutional  Convention  Film 
Documentary  (one-hour  film). 

The  Jefferson  Meetings:     Materials  to  organize  classroom  (and 
community)  Jefferson  meetings  from  The  Jefferson  Foundation,  c/o  Dick 
Merriman,  1529  18th  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20036. 

Curriculum  Materials  from  the  American  Bar  Association:     Update  on  Law 
Related  Education,  magazine  and  packet  of  9  issues  for  grades  5-12; 
Speaking  and  Writing  Truth:     Community  Forums  on  the  First  Amendment, 
guidebook  for  communities  and  high  school  level;  book  on  Sources  of  our 
Liberties  for  teachers  and  students  grades  8-12.     Contact  ABA,  750  Lake 
Shore  Drive,  Chicago,   IL  60611. 

Bicentennial  Essays  on  the  Constitution  for  teachers  and  advanced 
placement  students,  grades  8-12.     Contact  American  Historical  Assn„. 
400  A  Street,  S.E.,  Washington,   D.C.  20003 

Special  Bicentennial  issue  of  the  Massachusetts  Law  Review  of  MA  Bar 
Association  and  special  Bicentennial  edition  of  the  Boston  Bar  Journal, 
(both  September  1987) 


The  MiniPage:     a  weekly  educational  feature  for  children  appearing  in 
more  than  450  newspapers  in  the  U.S.  has  monthly  feature  on 
Bicentennial  of  the  constitution.     Contact  Diane  Galante,  Universal 
Press  Syndicate,  4400  Johnson  Drive,  Fairway,  Kansas. 

Poster  Exhibit:     12  full-color  posters,   22"  x  36",  with  Users'  Guide, 
including  lessons,   4-6,  7-9,  10-12,  titled,   "The  Blessings  of  Liberty," 
Available  from  Project'87;  unmounted  $70,  mounted  $110. 

Software :     "Decisions,  Decisions",  series  on  Great  Critical  Thinkers, 
For  grades  5-12,  from  Tom  Snyder  Projections,  P.O.  Box  2554,  Cambridge, 
MA  02238,  1-800-342-0236 

Scholastic  Magazine  -  weekly  magazines  for  elementary,   intermediate  and 
secondary  schools.     Special  Constitution  editions,  teacher's 
supplements,  posters,  and  regular  features  on  the  Constitution., 

Pathfinder :     Where  to  Start  Looking  for  Information  on  the  U.S. 
Constitution;  expecially  for  teachers.     Contact  the  Boston  Public 
Library. 

Newspaper  Series:     "We  the  People  -  Constitution  Bicentennial"  in  The 
Boston  Globe;   "Constitution  Journal"  and  series  on  constitution  if^sues 
in  The  Christian  Science  Monitor. 

"in  Celebration  of  200  Years,     U.S.  Constitution  17a7-1987,"  A 
publications  and  Products  Catalogue  available  from  the  National  park 
Service,  Eastern  National,  313  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  PA  19in(S,, 

Video:     "The  Constitution  at  200:     Why  Does  it  Still  Work?"  available 
from  Associated  Press,  1987. 

Records :     "The  Bill  of  Rights,"  and  "Our  Independence  and  the 
Constitution",  both  from  Enrichment  Records.     Folkways  Records  has  a 
large  selection  of  Revolutionary  and  18th  century  period  music. 

Film,  Video:     "A  Little  Rebellion  Now  and  Then,"  Calliope  Film 
Resources,  53  Josephine  Ave.,  Somerville,  MA  02114,  on  Shays'Reb, 

Video  Cassette:     "Teaching  the  Constitution  in  America's  Schools,"  an 
address  by  Chief  Justice  Warren  Burger  to  the  National  Council  for  the 
Social  studies  Annual  meeting,   11/15/86,   followed  by  discussion  pane.i  , 
moderated  by  Bill  Moyers.     Contact  NCSS. 

Chicopee  has  prepared  a  45  minute  video  on  "Shays'   Rebellion  in  the 
Pioneer  Valley,"  by  Stephen  Jendrysik,  which  is  available  to  copy  at  no 
cost.     Contact  Chicopee  Public  School  Telecommunications  Dept.,  180 
Broadway,  Chicopee,   MA  01020,    (413)   592-6111,   x  487. 

"A  Selected  Bibliography..."  of  Books,  Records  and  Videocasset tes  on. 
the  Era  of  the  Constitution,  available  for  educators,   free  of  charge, 
from  the  Springfield  Library  and  Museums. 


children's  TV;     Television,  Children  and  the  Constitutional 
Bicentennial.     A  Report  by  Action  for  Children's  Television,  Cajnbridge, 
MA,   1986.     Resource  listings,  guide  to  books  and  films. 

Educational  Films  on  the  United  States  Constitution.     Reprint  available 
from  this  Constitution;     A  Bicentennial  chronicle,  published  by  Project 
'87  of  the  American  Historical  Association  and  the  American  Political 
Science  Association,  Summer  1986,  No.  11. 

WGBH  and  the  Constitution;     Many  programs  related  to  the  Constitution, 
including  Bill  Moyers,   "in  Search  of  the  Constitution",  a  ten-part 
series  on  Sundays,  and  a  series  of  ninety  3-minute  reports  starting  May 
11;  a  series  on  Tuesdays  on  "The  Presidency  and  the  Constitution,"  all 
on  Channel  2.     Find  out  more  about  these  programs  and  others  from  Carol 
Obertubbesing  at  (617)   492-2777,   x  2642. 

"We  the  People",  WNEV  -  Channel  7  Boston,   is  presenting  a  year-long 
public  service  programming  on  the  Constitution. 


CLOSE  CALL:  THE  CONSTITUTION  MAKES  IT. IN  MASSACHUSETTS 
A  five  poster  set  (17"x  21")   for  middle  school  and  up. 

The  poster  set  begins  with  the  Constitutional  Convention 
in  Philadelphia  then  moves  to  the  Massachusetts 
Ratification  Convention  held  in  1788.  The  posters  discuss 
the  Federalists  strategy  at  the  convention,   the  suggested 
amendments,  and  finally  the  close  vote  in  favor  of 
ratification. 


For  a  free  Constitution  poster  set  contact: 


The  Commonwealth  Museum 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston,   MA.  02125 
(617)  727-9268 
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